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Can indigenous eco-literatures help in preserving nature? 
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Climate change is a serious environmental problem resulting from unethical human interactions with nature. Extreme 
weather conditions such as El Niño, La Niña, super typhoons, and tsunamis are just some of its effects.  This extreme 
weather conditions, which causes global crisis, has to be mitigated starting from the understanding of the human impact 
on nature. This understanding can also be gained from oral literatures, which encapsulate the traditional knowledge, 
beliefs, and values about the environment and the nature of the society itself. That is, the oral literature of indigenous 
group may be used to describe the impact of human culture on nature because oral literatures are created from their 
experiences. These oral literatures are records of everyday experiences that may depict and describe the indigenous way 
of preserving and protecting the environment to lessen the impact of climate change. Literatures of a certain group of 
indigenous people, which contained what they knew, where they came from and where they are going, are referred to as 
indigenous or oral literatures. These literatures are the indigenous peoples’ records of their day-to-day experiences, 
handed down from one generation to the next to instruct, and to remind the members of the tribe of their responsibilities. 

This policy brief outlines the potential role of the Manobo indigenous eco-literatures in 

mitigating critical environmental problems.  Bermiso (2018) reported that the traditional ways 

of the Manobo in interacting with nature, as reflected in their indigenous eco-literatures, 

suggest that the tribe values respect of nature, observes ethical manner in utilizing natural 

resources, and embraces their responsibility as eco-citizens or keepers of nature.  However, 

it was also noted that the Manobo eco-literatures are at risk of being extinct if not recorded 

and pass-on to the next generation. Integrating these eco-literatures to the curriculum could 

potentially address this challenge. Recommendations on this integration are hereby given.       
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These principles guided Bermiso (2018) in her study about the Manobo eco-literatures. Findings of her study suggest that 
the eco-literatures manifest their indigenous way of interacting with nature. The findings are further presented below. 
 
Eco-legends. Their eco-legends, reflect that the Manobo tribe preserved nature by conducting rituals as respect to nature, 
protect their land from land grabber whom they called dagatnon (none-indigenous people), and defended the mineral 
sources from those who want to grab it. The legends of the Manobo tribe are one in emphasizing the importance of 
protecting the environment, especially natural resources in their ancestral land from total destruction, which is in contrast 
to the indiscriminate cutting of trees, kaingin system, the use of electricity, poison and dynamite in fishing, and illegal 
mining in the province of Agusan del Sur. 
Eco-songs. These eco-literatures have proven that the Manobo tribe can also be called “good disciples” who preserve and 
protect the natural resources God had given to humanity. The Manobo considered the Magdiwata Mountain Ranges as 
sacred. They believe that they will be punished by Higanteng (Giant) Magdiwata if they would not protect the mountain. 
This is why, in their customary way of interacting with nature, they always do rituals as symbol of respect to Tagbanwa 
(guardian of nature). 
Eco-stories. These eco-literatures are also centered on the preservation of nature, particularly the forests and everything 
in it. It has been observed that eco-stories contained different traditional eco-knowledge the Manobo tribe have in 
preserving nature. They use only the bugjas (basket used to catch fishes) and fishing nets when fishing. They communicate 
with the keepers of the animals and plants in the forest and abyan (a friendly spirit) through rituals. They use their talents 
and skills in reviving nature. They accept the responsibility to protect the environment. They use only lit-ag, bangkaw 
(spears) and singwag (pit trap) as well as tumawan dog in hunting. They have people assigned as dagpun (forest keepers) 
and they educate people about nature. The Manobo use the natural sources of medicinal herbs fairly. The eco-knowledge 
of the tribe, found in their eco-literatures, clearly explains how the Manobo people interact with nature. 
Eco-fables. The eco-fables implied the interdependence of nature and humanity, integrated system as well as strong 
connections among constituent parts—culture and nature. Looking at the eco-literatures closely, it can be inferred that 
these fables had inspired the present generation to do something that can preserve nature. 
Eco-poems. The Manobo eco-poems show how the tribe interact with their environment. Further, it reminds everyone 
how important are the preservation and protection of the forest to the Manobo tribe. From the eco-poems, some of the 
eco-knowledge the Manobo used to preserve and protect nature were noted, like: (1) fighting for the right to their 
ancestral lands; and (2) using only a lit-ag (trap) in hunting. 
 
Traditional ecological knowledge, are equally important to the knowledge that one can get from books, from classroom 
discussions, and even from the lectures of experts in environmental issues (Bermiso, 2018). However, these eco-literatures 
of the Manobo, are at risk of being extinct if not recorded and pass on to the next generation. 

To bridge this gap, it is recommended that documentation of oral and written eco-literatures of the Manobo tribe be 
prioritized. Development of Mother Tongue- Based Learning (MTBL) materials using the collected eco-literatures of the 
Manobo tribe can fill in the deficiency of materials coming from the locality, which can be used for instruction, highlighting 
the indigenous way of preserving and protecting nature. Documentation of the oral and written literatures of other 
indigenous tribe in Agusan del Sur and other places in the Caraga Region, can also address the scarcity of materials coming 
from the locality, which can then be used to promote preservation and protection of nature the way indigenous peoples 
do. 
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