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Is Government Investment in Teacher Education Worth It? 

 

 

The large number of education graduates who opt for non-teaching professions (Abulon et al., 2014) and below par 
performance in licensure examination for teachers (LET) (Bedural, David, Abulon, & Luceño, 2014) from a state university 
for teacher education give an impression of wastage of government investment in teacher education. This prompts for a 
review of policies on government spending in teacher education.  
 
On the other hand, the finding that scholastic ratings do not have good predictive value of performance in LET (Marquez 
et al., 2013) is   indicative   of   the    need    for revisions in the curriculum and assessment to make it more consistent with 
the demands of licensure exams. While LET is supposed to be an indicator of future teacher performance, it was found 
that the relationship between LET scores and performance assessment of in-service teachers is negligible (Diaz et al., 2013). 
It is possible that besides competencies measured by LET, there are other factors that contribute to actual teaching 
performance. The misalignment between education, LET performance, and actual teaching performance can inform 
policies with regard to how teacher education students should be prepared for the LET, as well as their actual teaching 
career thereafter. 

 

This policy brief tackles the issue on whether government investment in teacher education is 
being maximized. Studies revealed that it is not. Thus, policy recommendations in order to 
address this issue are provided. 
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Here is a summary of policy recommendations for these issues: 
 
1. TEIs should consider examining factors that contribute to positive LET outcomes and mindfully use government funds 

in the development and implementation of programs that could strengthen these factors. Further, continuous 
monitoring on the outcome of programs where government funds are spent must be conducted. 
 

2. TEIs must consider finding ways to retain teacher education students in the program (Abulon et al., 2014), as well as 
provide opportunities and support for their graduates to pursue a career in the teaching profession. 
 

3. The curriculum and assessment procedures must be revisited to see if it is aligned with the competency requirements 
of subjects included in LET, and if the students are properly being assessed for their readiness to take LET. 
 

4. While it is important for TEIs to focus on improving their students’ LET performance, they should also be mindful that 
there are other indicators of teaching performance besides LET scores, as implied in the literature (Diaz et al., 2013). 
Thus, these factors must be explored and be included in their goals, along with preparing students to perform well in 
LET. 
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