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FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY 
FOR PARTNERSHIPS AND EXTERNAL LINKAGES (OUPEL) 

To: Undersecretaries 
Assistant Secretaries 
Bureau Directors 
Directors of Services, Centers and Heads of Units 
Regional Directors 
Schools Division/City Superintendents 
All Others Concerned 

1. The Department of Education (DepEd) has established the Office of 
Undersecretary for Partnerships and External Linkages (OUPEL) which is composed 
of the Undersecretary for Partnerships and External Linkages, its executive assistants, 
project manager and members of the Adopt-a-School Program (ASP) Secretariat, and 
personnel and staff of the International Cooperation Office (ICO), among others. 

2.  The OUPEL works in the following areas of partnerships: 

a. Partnership with the private sectors through the ASP; 
b. Partnership with the local government units (LGUs); 
c. Partnership with the national government agencies; 
d. International partnership grants through the ICO; 
e. Multi-Sectoral alliances for Basic Education; and 
f. Citizen Participation through the Civic Society 

Organizations (CSOs) and other groups. 

3. The OUPEL has the following functions and responsibilities: 

a. Cultivate and coordinate partnerships with the private sector, 
international agencies, national government agencies, LGUs, CSOs 
and other community-based groups involved in mobilizing donations, 
cooperative agreements, volunteer work, and other similar 
undertakings, and to ensure that these are consistent and aligned 
with the goals of the DepEd; 

b. Provide policy directions and inputs in promoting and managing 
engagement with the partners mentioned above and to define 
parameters and guidelines for DepEd in handling such partnerships; 

c. Establish and maintain a database of all existing partnerships of 
DepEd and cause the submission of all relevant agreements and 
documents by all responsible officials in the central, regional and 
division offices; 

d. Formulate programs aimed at  strengthening the capabilities of DepEd 
units in the field of partnership-building; 
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