Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION

CHED Memorandum Order !
No: _25  Series of 2009 l
|
f
TO: . CHED Regional Directors *

School Heads/Presidents of Private Schoals, Co!leges' and Universities
Presidents of State Colieges and Universities

SUBJECT: GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF RANDOM DRUG TESTING
(RDT) FOR TERIARY STUDENTS ’

x - ; X
T i
1. In accordance with the pertinent provisions of Republic Act No. 7722, otherwise known
as the “Higher Education Act of 1994" and pursuant to Section 36 ( ¢ ) of Article lil of RA
9165, atherwise known as the “Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs ‘Act of 2002", random
{ drug testing of students in public and private tertiary/higher educational institutions will
be sch‘eduled this year.

2. The primary purpose of this Random Drug testing is to determine the prevalence of drug .
users among the students so that appropriate interventions be instituted. The cost of the
Random Drug testing shall be borne by the government.

3. The enclosed General Guidelines approved by the Dangerous; Drugs Board (DDB)
through Board Regulation No. 3, series of 2009 dated .June' 3, 2009 and Board
Regulation No. 6 series of 2003 dated August 1, 2003, shall' serve as the major
reference in the implementation of the random drug-testing;program. For other
provisions of the law, reference shall be made to the implementing Rules and
Regulations (IRR) of RA 9165.

4. The CHED Regional Office must inform all Higher Education in their respective region
that the government funded Random Drug Testing will start this July 2009 through the
collaborative efforts of the Dangerous Drugs Board, Department of Health and the
Commission on Higher Education. ; :

5. Immédiate_gisseminatiqn,of and compliance with this Order is directed.

lssued this _ 1788 day of August | 2009 at Quezon City, Philippines.

EMMANUEL Y. ANGEL’ES :

Chairman

Higher Education Development Center Building, C.P. Garcia St., UP Campus, Diliman, ¢ue‘zon City, Philippines
Web Site: www.ched.gov.ph. Tel. No. (02) 385-4388, (02) 441-1220 ‘
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_students of secondary and tertiary schools shall undergo drug testing and that all drug

" the government;

IRepublic of the Philippives’
: Office of the President o

DANGEROUS DRUGS BOARD o

3/F, DD — PDEA Building, NIA Road, National Govemment Center, Bast Triangie, {‘lilimm:,; Quezon City, Philippines
P.0 Box No, 3682 Manila, Tel. Mo, 929-1753, Telefax 929-1546, Websile: hiip. dvw ddb-pli,com, E-mail: [nfu@ddb-ph.com
: : | }

BOARD REGULATION No. 3
Series of 2009 Lo '

1 " . 1
. N . . .

SUBJECY : GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF RANDOM!

DRUG TESTING FOR STUDENTS OF SECONDARY, TERTIARY,

. VOCATIONAL AND TECHMNICAL SCHOOLS, AMENDING

BOARD REGULATION NO. §, SERIES OF 2003

WHEREAS, Section 36 () , Article It of Republic Act 9165, mandates that the

testing expenses whether in public or private schools under this Section will be borne by

WHEREAS, govemment already implernented ja similar random -drug testing
activity in 2005 for secondary level students, and in 2007, fr;lrr tertiary tevel studentis; .

WHEREAS, filere is a need.fo amend provisions of'lthe -i-r.nbiemehtin'g guidelines:

in order to adopt new palicy directives and remedy perceived ambiguities in the. -

previous issuance;.

WHEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, as it is hereby RESOLVED, to aimend Board
Regulation No. 8, Series of 2003 ‘speciﬁqally the following provisions thereof:

SECTION 1. 'Suhject, s hereby amendaed by including “students . of

vocational and technical schools”, as among those covered by the

guidetines which should now Tegyl as follows:

Subsject: “GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF RANDOW .
DRUG TESTING FOR STUDENTS OF SECONDARY, TERTIARY, -

VOCATIONAL AND TECHMICAL SCHOOLS" -
SECTION 2. Lolter A “Guiding Pringipies in the Implementation of Randony
Drug Testing in Schools and Management of Drug Tedt Results” is hereby:
amended by adding ancther paragraph as paragraph number 12. h

12.,. Random drug tesling for studentis s cons\;idereid by the government
as entively a “health” issuz and aims to provide ~appropriate
interventions, to those who will be tested positive for dangerous

drug use, which will help the student stob further use and/or abuse
of the substance. : : : '

SECTION 3. Letter C “DEFINITION OF TERMS” is hereby amended to

include the terms “CHAIN OF CUSTCDY, INTERVENTIONS and '

LABORATORY, which shall be defined ay fqﬂlmma:

’ | L . .
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CHAIN OF CUS’I ODY rafers to procedures to accoeunt for each
spacimen by tracking its handling and storage from point of collection
~ to final disposal. These procadures require that the applicant’s identity
is confirmed and that & Custody and Control Formiis used from time. of
collection to mceipt by the faboratory. Within the laboratory, appropriate
‘chaln of custody records must account for the samples until disposgal.

INTERVENTIONS- are therapeutic programs appropriate for high- risk
individuals/students who are. using dangerous drugs and who. need
spacial asvistance fo recognize the ssgns and symptoms of initial drug
tuge and dependency. it may include an‘ret.iwe oF rehabilitative actions
that may take the form of crisis intervention, pder. counseling, peer .
feadership programs, parent/peey gmups, or psychological counseling
at the individual or family level and structured rehabilitation programs. it

may also include metﬂmaﬂ infervention af; me aﬂﬂscted student whenever
necassary. o : }

LABORATORY- treferw: to a DOH«Accreduted prwate o govemment

facility that is capable of testing a specimen to deterntine the presonce
of dangerous drugs therein. . : . '

SECTION 4. Letter D “PROCFDURE:S N THE CONDUCT OF RAMDOM DRUG‘.
TESTING” is hereby amendead such that: - , , o . l

ltem 2Z.a. should rmxc! P “The Supervising Agency shall mform afl
schools on tthaw mrhasmn fre the random drug testing progaam "

ltem 4. on Tr(,atmem of Randum Drug T e::.'t Results is hereby
amanded in its en&urety such that it shall read as follows:

|
: _ S _
4. TREATMENT OF RARDOM DRUG TEST, R'ESULTS

a. The results of the test shal) be ‘strictly confidential, No school '
shail publish q@{g‘aout results wh:&ther posmve or negative.,

. A
b Any persen wha wciaka the rules of confi dentlailty of thel
results and selection shall bs liable under Sectaon 72 of RA 91 65
. and such other appropriate laws.
' i
¢. In case the test results arve pasutitfe dt the screening levesd, tha
saime specimen shall immediatoly be submitted for confirmation

cbserving al strict chain  of custody procedures and
confi denﬂahty of record:«:

Foome - . ;

. t

d. a studﬁnt is “confirmed” fo be usmg a ddngemus drug, the i
following shall be observed:

i. The Laboratory, places reeults in a sealed envelop for
transmismon to the Centval Office of the oupewismg Agency .
i :
Cik The Supewiaing Agency !"«alﬁi then transmit the results to the '
concarned schoolfinstituion by informing the particular l
schoollinstitution’s random drug testing: (RDT) Coordmator
prewousﬂy asssgned by the selaction boam

Bd. Reg. on-General Guidelines for the Conduct of Random Drug Testing for Students of 2
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1. The . Supervising - Agei;nc'y shall . remind the RDT
Coordinator of the confidential nature of the results and|

strict handling of the “chain of custedy” of the,

information should be ohserved.
: - o R T '
iii. The schoolfinstitution’s RDT Coordinator shall then inform
the parent and the student of the results and how the .
information i3 vegarded with utmost secrecy and
confidentiality . . ' %

1. The Coordinator shall remind the student that divulging
the resulls with anybody will be at his own risk; and

2. That if possibie, the information should remain in the -

confines of their house. . . 5_

iv. The parent, the RDT Coordinator and the student shal! then
propare for a case conference to discuss issues of drug use
and possible dependency. b : - |

~v. The Drug Testing Coordinator shall refer the student and
histher parent to & govgmmanﬁ-,ow;ned DOH-accredited
facility or DOH-accredited  government physician to

determine the student’s dependenicy level.
vi. A date and venue shall be salected for the case conference i

1. Date should be agreeable fo all concerned in the case
conference (Parent, Student, RDT Coordinator and the
DOM Accredited Physiclan). - '

. Venue should have a semblance :of privacy {preferably
in-a room, with an office table where group discussions
- and individual sessions can be done). . o

3. Whichever is mors convenient ‘for the student and

parent, venue could be as follows! , -
a. Regional Office or hogpital ofthe DOH . - | ‘
“b. Regional Oifice of the Supervising Agency

T

c. Offfer designated venue which can assure privacy’

vii. The RDT. Cocrdinator shal'sll' inform Supérviéing Agenby ’

. Central ‘Office coordinator on the possible dates and venue
for further discussions of options. :

vili. Once, finalized, the group shall proceed as planned with .fhe
case conference, S

1. D’rug dependency level of the studerit - shall- be

evaluated; - ,
2. Cross reference of information shall be validated from
the parent and ROV Coordinaior; CL '
3. Treatment planning for the student shall be discussed
and presented to the student and pavent;
4, Options for treatment should be presented to the parent
- and student; - o -
5. If a student (below 18 years of age) is found to be a drug
. _dependent, the schoot authority shall tefer him/her to
the Departnent of Soctal Welfard and ﬁ_)evelopment i
(SWD] or & local social worker for counseling and -,
. other infervention; . : : %
|
|

-Bd. ch on General Guidelines for the Conduct of Random Drug Tesling.for Students of
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6. The parent and the student may choose to envoll the
student in a private rehabilitation center or program of
opt to avail of the rehabilitation services of th
government through a DOH-acecredited facility. . ,
a. i chitd opts for government service, the DON
treatinent and rehabilitation| centers nearest to the

arga can provide services; '
‘b If the parent and student would- opt for private
- services, appropriate referrals will be done, taking
note of e progress of treatment on a regular

basis; o

E : i . i I T
7. Trained guldance counselors can also be utilized.

- If & student is “confirmed” negative from dangerous drug use,

the following shatl be ocbserved:

1. Names per schoolfinstitution’ of all:who testod negative will

be summarized in a result form,

2. The Sﬁmmarized resuft form shali be. transmitted to the
Supervising Agency concerned.

3. Supewvising Agency Central Office shalfl forward the sama to

tie concerned schoollinstitution’s RDT Coordinator. i _
4. The RDT Coordinator andfor.teacher adviserfandfor guidance |
counselor shall individually inform each student and parent
concerned regarding the results.

- Positive conflirnatory diug test result under this Regulation

shall not be a ground for expulsion or any disciplinary action
against the student and should not be reflected in any and alf
acadeinic records. Under no circumstances shall the results be
used to incrigminate any studant for further legal action which
may result to ad?ﬁ‘inistmﬁvelciv?l!crimina! fiabilities.

- Likewise, consistent with the regulrements of confidentiality, the

Fom, - ' .

results of drug tests conducted pursuant to this Roard
Regulation, shall not be used as’ evider‘pce in any court or
tribunal, where the subjoct student stands to be accused of any
crime or felony, and for any other purpose. . '

The student shall then urdergo the prescribad interventiorj.
program under the supervision of the DOH:accredited facility or
physician, . or private =praciitioners, or . social worker, in
consuliation with the parent. Such process of observation and

-counseling  shall be done in coprdination with . the Drug

|

Counselor of the schoof. -

If student shows no signs of Improvement, recovery or faiis the
drug test the second time, the DOM- aceredited facility or

Pphysician, niay make a recommendation to the student, parent,

Bd. Reg. on General
Secondary, Tertiary,
Series of 2003

and Drug Testing Coordinator to have the student referred to a
DOH- accredited facility suvited to the student's level of

Guidelines for the Conduct of Randor!n Drug Test'mfg for Students of l 4
Vocational and Technical Schools, Amending Board Regulation No, 6, -




dependency. If another drug testing is conducted for another
period on the same siudent population, and the student is found
positive the sscond e, the school shall proceed In
accordance with Section 61, R.A. 9185,

i !ff the parents refuse o act, ihe school shall proceed In
accordance to Sec. 61 of RA 9165 without prejudice to the
provision of Section 73, RA 9165, |

SECTION 5' Letter F "TRAINING OF GUIDANCE COUNSELORS” is hereby
amended such that latter ¥ shail read as follows:

]

F TRAINING OF GUIDANCE COUNSELORS |

The Department of Education (DepEd), Commission on Higher
Education (CHED), Technical Eduzation and Skills Development
Authority (TESDA), the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA}
and Dangerous Drugs Board (DDB) in coordinztion with each other,
shall formulate and conduct the tiaining program for guidance
counselors for the purpose of enhancing their skills in handling drug
abuse prevention programs and hangling drug dependency cases.
The school guidanse counselors and other gualified medical -

- personnel shall be encouraged o undergo DOH acoreditation.

R ’ i

 SECTION 6. Letter H "ENFORCEMERT AND COWMPLIARCE” is hereby
amended {o delete the phrase “impose sanclion” and charige it with the '
phrase “implement interventions” and adding au additional sentence
“Interventions should be consistent with the provisions of this Board
Raguiation and it's guiding principles of the first paragraph and adding as
third paragraph thersof the phrase; “Supervising faencles should
encourage institutionalization of Drug Testing Activities - in
schoolsfinstitutions conceinad over-and-above tho random drug testing
program conducted by the goyergment. The Supervising Agéncies and the
DOH should help bulid up aaﬁ“"%me:‘s of schoolslinstitutiohs to achleve
competenciss and. self-reliance on randoin drug tasting. : Schools who
initiated the conduct of similar drug testing sctivitiss shall submit reports
to the Superviging Agencies for proper accreditation of the Doepartmant of -
Health.” So that letter H of the Guidslines should now read as follows;

4. ENFORCEMENT OF COMPLIANGE

Stude:nts who refuse to undergo random drug testing shall'be dealt with in

accordance with the rules and regulations of the schools; provided that at

no tin?e refusal to undergo testing shall not give rise fo a presumption of

drug use or dependency; provided furiher that the school may implement

interventions on such tefusal other.than the offense of drug use or

dependency. Interventions should ba consisient with the provisions
. of this Board Regulation and it's guiding principles.

Scheols that refuse to irhpl_ement the random drug testing'program shall -
 be liable under Section 32 of RA 9165 without prejudice to other
- administrative sanctions imposed by the Supervising Agencies. The

Bd. Rc_g. on General Guidelines for the Conduct of Random Drug Testing for Students of 5
Secondary, Tertiary, Vocational and Technical Schools, Amending Board Regulation No. 6,
-, Series of 2003 ' ' '




Subewiéing Agency -shall report. the same to {ne F’hilippine: Drug
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) and the Dangerous Drugs Board (DDB).:

Supervising Agencies should sicourage institutionalization of Drug
Testing Activities in schoolefinstiivions concerned over-and-above
the randorm drug testing program conducted by the government. The
Supervising Agencies and the DOH should help build up capacities
of schoolefinstitutions to achieve compstencies and self-refiance on
random drug testing. Schools who initfated the conduct of similar
drug testing activities shall submit reports to the Supervising

Agencies for proper accreditation of the Department of Health.

Reguiation. :

. | o ,
All issuances, including Board Regulation Np. 6, s. 2003 or part thereof
inconsistent herewith, are deemed repealed or maodified accordingly.

‘ SECTION 7. . Effectivity — This Regulation shall take effect after fifteen (15)
days after its publication in two (2) newspapess of general circutation and after its
registration with the Office of the National Adminisirative Register (ONAR}, UP Law
Center, Quezon City. : .

. APPROVED and ADOPTED, this _39 day of _June , in’ the year of
Our Lord, 2008 in Quezon City. ' :

L - @ . .
YAt '
Secretady VICENTE C.\SOTTO il
Chairman, Dangercus Dkugs Board

ot

Undersetratary eDGAR C. GALVANTE
Secretary of the Bbar ' o

_Attested by:

LY S

. . - | |
Bd. Reg. on'Ger}eml Guidelines for the Conduct of Random Drug Testing‘for Students of 6
Sccpn_da:y, Tertiary, Vocational and Technical Schools, Amending Board Regulation MNo. 6,
Series of 2003 ‘ ' E '

Attached is the flow chart of activities \r_a*his_:h s:haﬁ be an integral part of this




RANDOM DRUG TESTING FE@W'@HAR’F

I
) i
[
Pre- Specimen Collection Phase -
o :

SUp'ervising Agency requires the creation of ]Selpctlon Board" at
the school/institution jevel and orients them on roles and
Ir_bDOﬂSibllitleS including preparation of doc uments {eg. masternst\

'_.qz_;rJ | L

e

parentffamllte: of students on the Conduct of Rundom Drug.
Testing (RDT) in writing

“Supervising Agency through the Selection Board, Infcinrhs the -

Supervising Agency and th(. Department ofl Health prc,pares and
ptans the conduct of RDT and convelnas the Team

]
L —

Specimen Cbﬂectinn Phase

RDT Team meets with the Selection Board of the Schooi ,
concerned, pays courtesy call and does orientation; while
SImuItaneoust preparing the collection site . .

RDT Team and Select:on Board, tollowing set D!OCedUIES
randomiy sefect the students to be tested from the masterlist
. provided by the school

. | —

e
T T

RODT Team drients the student.on the procesé of drug testmg and
: o~ - other frequently asked tODlC..:

S——— "

The students shall then be requeasted to accomphsh a drug. testmg
: . form

--__.__'_.‘__’_"___ﬁ:——
Bd. Reg. on General Guidelines for the Cond

Secondary, Terliary,
Series of 2003

uct of Rﬂ]ldﬂﬂl Drug Testing for Students of
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Students who are prepared to give urine spe(f:irnens shafll approach
the analyst table and select a specimen bottle

To safequard the'integrity of the urine sample, the stud_eﬁt will be

dccompanied.by a specimen collector of the same gender to the
o collection site ' '

The student will be asked to thoroughly v(rash-j'and dry'hafndsi,
empty pockets and remove outer garments (jac!qets, gowns etc) If
any. A body search may also be done whep necessary.

- = ”—;L\ ,.d-[:dw*";"“ . o
’ Observed collection of urine will then be done '
' |
u— E— - |

e —
e

Student submits urine to specimen collector who then examines, in.
- his/her presence, if urine collec

ted can be accepted for testing.

—

>

tudent and specimen coliector goes back to _th:e analyst table, The
student affixe

$ his signature, date and time Of collection to tha
“sealing tape” I -
l ' ] |

The specimen collector “seals” the specimen bottle in the presence
— ~* of the student, ‘ | .
| T/ A

—\\

. i
e .
e e :

.

The specimen

collector and student Affix
drug testin

final signatures in the
g form attesting to the validity.

of the procedures done;

e Conduct of Riin

Sccondary, Tertiary, Vocational and Technical Schools

dom Dmé ’I_;esiiug for Students of ~ g
Series of 2003

» Amending Board Regulation No. 6, -
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-
Post Collection Phase o
- |
The analyst prepares the speumen for. analyéis in an accreduted
facility P .

e

Results will be forwarded to the Supervising Agency who will
coordinate with the School Drug Testing Coordinator * If confirmed
positive, the laboratory shall forward a sealed copy to the

Supervising Agency to ensure confidentiality -

: | -
The Schoo! Drug Testing Coordinator shall pers'dnally inform the

parent and the student about the result and appropriate
intervention ' ! .

‘ Bd Reg. on General Gmdelmes for the Conduct of Random Drug Testing f01 Stadents of

- Secondary, Tertiary, Vocationa! and Technical Schools, Amulldmg Board Regulmmn No. &,
- Series of 2003



